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VINDICATION: ' 
or 
SPEAKING OPENLY 


IN FAVOUR OP 


IMPORTANT TRUTHS. 


Ir is ſeldom that any one can freely canvaſs pre- 
vailing popular opinions upon religious queſtions, 
without- meeting with many cenſurers. In the- 
preſent day, there are few who are obliged to en- 
counter more. 'reproach for maintaining their ſen. 
timents than thoſe who openly attack the doctrine 


ol the Trinity. This doctrine has been received 


ſo many years, as a fundamental point, and is ſs: 
generally conſidered as a corner ſtone in the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, that it is not wonderful if thete be ſome- 
who feel a reſentment towards the oppoſers of it, 
ſimilar to that which the Catholics expreſſed, at 
the time of the Reformation, againſt thoſe who 
controverted the popular opinions of that period. 
Nor can we be ſurprized that the more timid and 
cautious among thoſe who are not enemies to Uni- 
tarian ſentiments, ſhould be ſo much hurt by the 
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warmth of their Trinitarian neighbours, as to be 
ready to condemn ſuch as give occafion to it, by 
being more open than themſelves, My preſent 
object is to ſoften the temper of the former, and 
to rectify the miſconceptions of the latter. 

1. Firſt, I would ſay a few words to thoſe who 
are angry with perſons that oppoſe their opinions, 
and wiſh to have them puniſhed. 

It is with the ſincereſt pity, brethren, that I re- 

flect upon the unhappy ſlate of your minds. 1 
would entreat you to conſider, whether your ſpirit 
be the ſpirit of the Lord Jeſus. Did he expreſs.. 
any bitterneſs towards his enemies? Did he ſay, 
that they deſerved to be puniſhed for their unbelief ? - 
Did he direct his diſciples, when they ſhould get 
the civil power into their hands, to compel men to 
believe in him by force of arms, or to inflict cor- 
poral ſeverities upon thoſe who did not hold the 
true faith? You know that nothing of this kind 
is to be met with in the ſcriptures. - If then the 
creed of Unitarians appear to you as oppoſite to 
the truth as poſſible, you have no right to puniſn 
them for it. It is utterly contrary to the ſpirit of 
the goſpel to do ſo. Vou recollect, no doubt, how the 
diſciples, James and John, addreſſed their maſter, 
when he was rejected by ſome Samaritans— Lord 
wilt thou that we command fire to come down from 
heaven and conſume them, even as Elias did?“ 
I truſt you will recolle& his anſwer likewiſe. He 
2 turned 
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turned and rebuked them and ſaid, Ye know not 
what manner of ſpirit ye are of: for the ſon of 


man is not come to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave 
them,” Luke ix. 54—56. You will obſerve, 
brethren, that our great Lord did not merely ob. 
je& to the propoſal of calling fire from heaven, 
but rebuked them for the /fpirit they diſcovered. 
And if ſuch a ſpirit towards even his enemies were 
diſpleaſing to him, how can you avoid. perceiving, 
that he muſt highly diſapprove of the ſame ſpirit, 
| when it has for its object thoſe who profeſs to be 
his friends and followers? Be perſuaded to refle& 
upon theſe things. If you will do ſo; I am fore 
you muſt begin to put away from you all << bitter- 
neſs, and wrath, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
and malice,” and return in time to a better 
temper. | 

2. Secondly, I beg leave to ſuggeſt a few con- 
fiderations to thoſe, who, though they do not ap- 
prove of many of the commonly received. opinions, 
think it is beſt to ſay nothing upon the ſubject, and 
to let the people quietly enjoy their ſentiments, 
without attempting to convince them of their 
errors. 5 

The doctrine of the Trinity, and other doctrines, 
are maintained by the church, and is does not look 
well (you ſay) to oppoſe the church. Let me aſk 
you, my friends, do you think that all the doctrines 
of the — are true or not ? Do you think the 
A 3 Nicene 
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Nicene and Athanaſian creeds were the creeds of 


Jeſus and his apoſtles? Do you. think that the 
offices of the Book of Common Prayer are agreeable 
to the ſcripture models? I know you will anſwer 


in the negative. And can you think that the 


doctrines, the creeds, the prayers oſ the church are 


repugnant to reaſon and the Bible, and yet ought 


not to be objected to? What would have been the 
caſe, had Jeſus and his apoſtles never oppoſed the 
errors of the Jews and Heathens? What would 


have been the caſe had the reformers never oppoſed 


the errors of the Roman church? The reformers, 
you know, were not divinely commiſſioned to can- 


vaſs the doctrines of the church of Rome, any more 


than we are to canvaſs the doctrines of the church 


of England. Nor were they more ſupported by the 


voice of the generality of Chriftians.—Chriſtians of 
the weſtern world were, as commonly, Roman Ca- 
tholics then, as they are Trinitarians now. The 
church of Rome, too, was a much older and more 


numerous church than the church of England is. 


And yet Iam ſure we muſt all approve the conduct 
of the reformers, in ſpeaking againſt the doctrines 
of that church. For the ſame reaſon ought not we 


to ſpeak againſt the falſe doctrines of the church of 


England? Conſider, my brethren, that error is 
hurtful, and therefore ought to be oppoſed. The 
doctrine of the Trinity, and the religious adoration 


of Jeſus, are errors of great magnitude, and there- 


fore 
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„ 
fore ought to be oppoſed with a inn and deter- 
mined zeal. 

But perhaps you will object that men are ſo ii. 
tated by an oppoſition to the doctrines they have 
venerated from their infancy, that for the ſake of 
peace it is right to let them remain undiſturbed. — 
On the other hand, it ſhould be confidered, that if 
men be ſo tenacious of their errers, ſo violent in 
maintaining them, there is the greater-need of our 
Kepping forward—of our uniting all our ſtrength 
to root them up. It is bigh time for us to“ contend 
earneſtly''—but yet with meekneſs and Chriſtian 


love“ for the faith which was Once delivered to 
the ſaints.” 


There was ground for en eee nds more 
unpleaſant conſequences from the firſt promulgation 
of Chriſtianity, than any which there is the leaſt 
. proſpe& of ariſing from the publication of un- 
popular doctrines in the preſent day, and yet it 
appears from the ſcripture hiſtory that our great 
Lord was not in the leaft diſcouraged from ſpeak- 
ing freely, or from charging his apoſtles to do the 
ſame. *©* Think not, (ſaid he, when ſpeaking of 
of the evils of which the preaching of his goſpel 
would be the innocent occaſion) think not that I 
am come to ſend p2ace on earth: I came not to 
ſend peace, but a ſword. For I am come to ſet a 
man at variance againſt his father, and the daugh- 
ter againſt her mother, and the daughter-in-law 


againſt 


* 
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againſt the mother-in-law. And a man's foes ſhall 


be they of his own houſhold.” Matt. x. 34, &c.— 


But did he mention this in order to diſcourage his 
apoſtles from maintaining the truth? Far otherwiſe. 
He mentioned it in order to prepare their minds to 
meet the conſequences of their conduct: charging 
them at the ſame time not to be terrified from 
bearing teſtimony to him. He that loveth 
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth ſon or daughter more than 

me, is not worthy of me.“ What I tell yon in 
darkneſs (ſays he, in the ſame diſcourſe) that ſpeak 
ye in light, and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the houſe-tops.”” Matt. x. 27. and 37. 
- You perceive, then, that the proſpe& of thoſe 
temporary evils, which would attend the promul- 
gation of the truth (evils much greater than any 
which can ariſe in the preſent day), did not deter 
our Lord from encouraging the greateſt openneſs. 
Why then ſhould a conſideration of the probability 
of ſmaller inconveniences have ſo much weight 
upon our minds? Why ſhould it induce us to 
purſue a courſe of conduct the very reverſe of 
what he purſued” himſelf and enjoined upon his 
followers ? 

There is another view of the ſubje&, which ap- 
pears to me deciſive, in favour of ſpeaking openly 
againſt prevailing errors, whatever be the imme- 
diate conſequences of our conduct. If you look 
upon 


. 


upon any doctrine to be Jule, you are firmly per- 


ſuaded, I apprehend, that the time vill come, when 
it will be' rejected, and the truth will be received 
in its place. Vou are likewife perſuaded, I con- 


ceive, that this change will be effected, not by a 
miracle, but according to the uſual courſe of na- 


ture, that is, by means of free enquiry and debate. 
But if there be enquiry and debate; there muſt be 
ſome one to ſtart the enquiry there muſt be ſome 
one to ſupport the debate, by oppoſing the prevail- 
ing error. But do you imagine, my friends, that 
human nature will be ever ſo much changed, as to 
be no longer inffuenced by prejudice? Do you 
think that the time will ever come, when men will 
calmly and patiently behold what they call the ve- 
nerable doctrines of their fore-fathers attacked and 
demoliſned? Do you imagine that the firmeſt and 
moſt inveterate habits of the human mind will be 


rooted up, before their mode of thinking upon this 
or that particular point is changed? If not; then 
the publication and ſupport of the truth will pro- 
bably give ſimilar offence at any future period, which 
it will at preſent: and as you grant that the truth 
muft one day prevail, the evils attending the 
firſt publication of it uf at ſome time exift.— 


And if at /ome time; why not now ? If the truth 


be of any value; let us endeavour to make the 
value of it felt as eon as poſſible. The ſooner we 
ſurmount the obſtacles to the triumph of truth, tbe 


ſooner 
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ſooner ſhall we experience, tha banien Influences of 


her reign, 


Here perhaps it will S faggetied, that ſtill no 
man is under any, neceſſity of being in haſte—that 


_ perceiving (as. ſome may) how. ſoon the friends of 


long eſtabliſhed creeds are, inflamed, it is better to 
wait awhile—thart, in the courſe of a few years, they 
may be ſoftened down and become more open to. 
the truth—and that, at any rate, one can but en- 


counter the ſame inconveniences then, which there 


is a certainty of meeting with at preſent. Be it 
granted (for the ſake of argument) that, in the 
courſe of a few years, the world will be more pre- 
pared to receive what is looked upon as perfectly 
novel doctrine than at preſent, ſtill a man has 
another queſtion to aſk, himſelf: Shall I be ſenſible 


of it when it is ſo, and ſhall I then feel myſelf. 
diſpoſed to be perfectly open? Now if a. perſon. 
will deal ingenuouſly with himſelf, I am perſuaded: 


he will anſwer one or both of theſe queſtions in 
the negative. We are all aware of the power: 
of habit: we know how exceedingly difficult it is 
to change any particular mode of thinking, or 


courſe, of: conduct, to which one has been long 
habituated. It oftentimes remains long after the. 


original cauſe of it has ceaſed. ta exiſt, Can we. 
imagine then that the habit of re/erve is different 
from, all other habits, and to be changed at plea- 
ſure? We may indeed ſay t to ourſelves, I will be. 
cautious 


* * 


1 

cautious and referved ſo long, and then 1 will „ 

open and undifguiſed. But in ſo ſaying we only 

ſnow our ignorance of our own weakneſs: the ex- 

pectation i is altogether vain: it is contrary to all 

appearances to imagine it can ever be realized. 
It is founded on the ſame miſtaken principles as 
the plan of thoſe unhappy men who unreluctantly ; 
lead a life of wickedneſs, through the vain inten- 1 
tion of repenting in old age: a plan, the former 3 
Part of which only is executed, becauſe as fin be- | 
comes habitual, men, in general, almoſt loſe the | 
power to reform. In like manner, thoſe who ſet 

out in life with extreme caution and reſervedneſs 
are ſeldom known to change their conduct in this 
particular: and one ought to pay them the com- 
pliment to ſuppoſe that at firſt they did-intend to 
be at ſome future period more plain and open. 

They have either thought that the! more con- 
venient ſeaſon'* has never arrived, or the habit of 
"caution has become fo fixed that they have not had 

ſufficient reſolution to break through it. Indeed 

it is peculiarly improbable that this habit ſhould 1 
loſe ſtrength with years, fince moſt men grow cau- 1 
tious as they grow old, and even thoſe who were 

perfectly open in the earlieſt part of life, have been 
known to become reſerved as they have advanced 
in years. It is not therefore to be wondered at, if 

thoſe who ſat out with great caution have left 
' ſome of their connections as much the flaves of 
prejudice 
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prejudice as they found them—and. others 1 in that 
tate of indifference to truth, which is of all ſtates 
the moſt unfavourable to the ad of evo 
knowledge. 

And indeed, after all, 1 cannot imagine that 
the outcry which the friends of opinions of long 
ſtanding are always wont to raiſe, when their 
errors are attacked, is ſo great an-evil as you ſeem 
to conſider it. The clamour of a few over-heated, 
though well-meaning, perſons, cannot fail of ex- 
citing the attention of others: attention leads to 
enquiry : and enquiry muſl always prove, upon 
the whole, favourable to the truth. 

If you carefully attend to the conſiderations 


ſuaded you will ceaſe tobe under any apprehenſions 
for the conſequences of ſpeaking or writing unre- 
ſervedly in favour of the truth. Let us never, 
then, be aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt,” of the 
pure, primitive goſpel of Chriſt, “ for it is the 
power of God unto ſalvation.” 

I cannot conclude without quoting a — from 
an excellent ordination ſermon, preached at Kendal, 
in the year 1756, which I ſhould rejoice to ſee re- 
printed, and more extenſively circulated. **I will 


publickly declaring my great diſlike of all tempo- 
rizing methods, of all ambiguous or evaſive ex- 
preſſions, in the converſation or diſcourſes of 

miniſters. 


1 
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which have been now ſuggeſted to you.; Iam per- 


embrace this opportunity (ſays the preacher) of 


7 
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miniſters. That a proper regard ought to be had 


to the different tempers and capacities of thoſe 


whom we are to inſtruct, is beyond all queſtion z . 


as alſo that we ſhould expreſs ourſelves in ſuch 
terms (truth and a good conſcience being ſafe) as 
may be the leaſt apt to give offence. Prudence and 
benevolence require this at our hands. But we are 
by no means authorized to deliver our ſentiments 
upon any ſubje& in ſo equivocal a manner, that 
two perſons of directly contrary opinions may both 
apprehend we are on their fide of the queſtion. Is 
it no more than honeſt prudence to expreſs ourſelves 


in ſuch terms, as that when we are attacked by one 


party, we can ſhow they are capable of a very un- 
obnoxious meaning, if not of one favourable to 
their ſcheme ; and when called upon by another to 
explain them, make them bear a quite different 
ſenſe? What is this but diſſimulation and falſhood ? 
At leaft is it not ſuch mean ſhuffling and tricking 
in religion, as none of common honeſty can practiſe 
and approve of? Whatever ſeeming preſent ad- 
vantage may attend ſuch a proceeding, no good 
can come of it in the iſſue. *Tis deceiving and 
being deceived. 2 Tim. iii. 30, The laity ſhould 
conſider a ſpirit of free enquiry both amongſt them- 


ſelves and their miniſters as their greateſt glory and 


privilege, and not expect to be ſoothed and con- 
firmed in all their particular notions ; and miniſters 
ſhould expreſs, both in public and private, their 

B perfect 
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perfect abhorrence of every thing e upon 


equivocation and trimming.” The Reaſonableneſs 


and Advantage of allowing Miniſters to deliver 


their Sentiments with Freedom; repreſented in a 


Sermon, preached at the Ordination of Mr. Caleb 
Rotheram, by 8. Lowthion, p. 56. 


If your miniſters be men of ſenſe (ſays a great 


writer), and have any knowledge of human nature, 


they will not trouble you from the pulpit with 


ſpeculations into which you cannot enter, or. the 
diſcuſſion of queſtions that are nor of ſome im- 


Portance to our common Chriſtianity, But you 
may eaſily ſuppoſe, that, giving more attention 
to ſpeculative religion, than you have leiſure to 
do, they may ſee the importance of certain ar- 
ticles in a ſtronger light than you will at firſt be 


aware of; and that will juſtify them to themſelves, 


and ought to juſtify them to you, if they propoſe 
thoſe articles with ſuch evidence as ſtrikes their 
minds in their favour, and with a zeal which they 
may think they deſerve. It is indeed their duty, 
in the ſight of God to inculcate, upon you, what- 
ever they ſhall think to be of importance to you, 
as members of Chriſtian ſocieties, whether you re- 
ceive it well or ill. | 

«© There are ſome errors of a ſpeculatiye nature, 
ſuch as thoſe reſpecting the unity of God and the 
equity of his moral government, which have taken 


deep root among common Chriſtians, and which 
5 | | | are 
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are perpetually inculcated from other pulpits, with 
reſpe& to which it becomes us to oppoſe zeal to 
zeal, and every man, who has ears to hear, ſhould 
be called upon to hear and underftand : becauſe every 
man who has ears to hear, and the moſt common 
underſtanding may be made to ſee the abſurdity 


and miſchievous conſequences of ſuch doctrines.— 


The minds, therefore, of the commoneſt people 
ought to be enlightened, and their zeal excited 
with reſpect to them. Let it appear that we, as 
well as others, deſpiſe what we think to be deſpi- 


cable, and abhor what we think to be ſhocking.” 


The ſum of what has been offered; the advan- 
tages and influence of the conduct, which we have 


recommended and urged, are repreſented, with 


fulneſs and force in the following paragraphs of a 


worthy man; who, in a friking manner, acted | 


upon theſe enn od * 


* The preface of the Rev. John geddon, of Mancheſter, to a 


tract of the Rev, Thomas Dixon, of Bolton, 0a © The Sovereignty 
of the Divine Adminiſtration.” p. 7, The conduct of Mr, Seddon, 
to which there is a eference above, was the particular and ex- 
plicit declaration of his ſentiments concerning che perſon of Chriſty 


in a ſeries of diſcourſes, delivered ſome years before his death: 


when the opinion concerning the proper humanity of our Saviour 
had not been ſo openly avowed, nor fo fully diſcuſſed, as it has of 
late. The novelty of the ſ:atiment, and the very ingenuous and 
candid manner in which it was adyanccd, and the earneftneſs 
with _ the preacher delivered himſelf, cauſed theſe diſcourſes 
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„One important end of life, is to bear witne/+ 
of the truth, A juſt repreſentation of the doctrine 
of Chriſt would cut down all ſpiritual tyranny, 
put an end to all fierce contentions, diſpel the 


groveling, debaſing ſentiments of ſuperſtition, in- 


troduce univerſal harmony and love, and greatly 
promote true piety and ſubſtantial virtue; and 
ſuch as perceive the falſhood and evil tendency of 
any principles, that have been received for Chriſtian 


doctrines, would do well to bear a ſteady, free and 


open teſtimony againſt them; nor can any thing 
but impoſture take offence at ſuch conduct. A 


greater ſervice cannot be rendered to the important 


cauſe of truth and virtue, than by ſeparating 


Chriſtianity from the abſurdities and ſuperſtitions 
which weak and ignorant, or wicked and deſigning 
men, have mixed with it. All objeQions would 
then vaniſh, and it would ſatisfy the reaſon of all 
attentive, well-diſpoſed perſons. | 
© In theſe days of freedom, the Divine Provi- 
dence affords the opportunity for doing this juſtice 
to the goſpel; and it muſt be highly agreeable to 
77 
to be very much talked of, Mr. Seddon expreſſed, on his dying 
bed, great ſatisfaRion in the review of this inſtance of his mini- 
fterial faithfulneſs, and vpright avowal of what he confidered to 
be divine truth. It is underſtood, that he defired the diſcourſes 
might be publiſhed, and it is hoped, that though many years have 
_ elapſed fince they were preached, that they may yet ſee the light, 


ſuch 


* 


* 
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ſuch as ſincerely wiſh well to the glorious cauſe of 


truth and liberty, rational religion, and genuine 


- Chriſtianity, that the opportunity is not altogether 


neglected. The noble attempt is made. The 
learned friends of mankind are exerting themſelves . 
to this important purpoſe ; and though they may 
be treated with obloquy, have their characters 
aſperſed, and their endeavours counteracted by the 
raſh, ignorant, uncharitable ſons of bigotry and 
blind zeal, or the devotees of pride, ambition, and 


worldly policy, poſterity will diſcern the im- 
portance of what they have done, reap the benefit 
of it and bleſs their memories. May they ſteadily 


go on and proſper; not ceaſing to exert their beſt 
abilities in this glorious ſervice ; till the heap of 
rubbiſh, under which Chriſtian truth has been ſo 


long buried, be entirely cleared away, and the 


precious jewel ſhew itſelf before the eyes of man- 
kind in all it's native brilliance and ſplendor.” 


* 
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THE END. 


— 
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4 LIST OF SMALL UNIT ARIAN TRACTS. 


1. Cardale on the Application of certain Terms 
and Epithets t6 Jeſus Chriſt. 1774. 18. 6d. 

2. Cardale's Comment upon ſome remarkable 
Paſſages in Chriſt's Prayer at the Cloſe of his 
Public Miniſtry. 1772. 

3. Objections to the Doctrine of the Trinity, as 


advanced in the Service and Articles of the Church. 


of England. 1788, 

4. A free and ſerious Addreſs to the Chriſtian 
Laity, eſpecially thoſe who being of Unitarian 
Sentiments conform to Trinitarian Worſhip. 1781. 

18. 6d. 


5. Dr. Prieſtley's . to the Candidates for 


Orders in both Univerſities, on Suſcription to 


| Articles of Religion vith an Addreſs to conforming 


Arians. 1s. 
6. Examination of a Sermon preached at St. 
Paul's, May 25, 1788, by the Rev. Richard Harriſon. 


1789. 


7. Strictures on a Diſcourſe preached at the 


Pariſh Church of Alnwick, on Whitſunday, 1788, 
including Thoughts on the Nature of Chriſt. 1788. 
8. A-Letter from the Author of an Elucidation 
of the Unity of God, to his Grace, John, Ld. Abp. 
of Canterbury. 1785. 
9. A Letter to the Miniſters of the Calviniſtic 
Baptiſts on Trinitarian Doxologies. 3d. 
10. Frend's 


.% 
- oo 


i# 


5 of the Church of England, on the Worſhip of three 


4 1 11. A Letter to a Layman on Mr. Lindſey's Pro- 


= by Jeſus Chriſt, and on the Reſurrect ion of the 


4 Lift of ſmall Unitarian Tra@s. 
10. Frend's 1ſt and 2d Addreſs to the Members 


\ Perſons. 1788. 24. each. 


; poſal for a reformed Engliſh Church. 1774. 6d. 
* 12. Two Diſcourſes on the Creation of all Things 


Dead, through the Man Jeſus Chriſt. 1787. 

13. An Exhortation to all Chriſtian People to 
refrain from Trinitarian Worſhip. 1789. 4d. 

14. A general View of the Arguments for the 

8 Unity of God, and againſt the Divinity and Pre- 
- exiſtence of Chriſt, by J. Prieſtley, LL. D. 1778. ad. 

15. The Trial of Mr. Elwal, for publiſhing a 
Book in Defence of the Unity of God, in the Year 
1726. 1788. 1d. 

156. An Appeal to the ſerious and candid Pro- 
feſlors of Chriſtianity on the Uſe of Reaſon in 
5; on; Matters of Religion, &c. 
„ 17. An Tlluftration of Paſſages of Scripture on 
the Uſeof Reaſon in Matters of Religion, &c. 
18. A Friendly Dialogue between a common. 
Unitarian Chriſtian and an Athanaſian: 2d, Edit. 
to which is now added a Second Dialogue between 
Eugenius and Theophilus. G dd. 

19. A Dialogue between a Dutch Proteſtant and 
a Franciſcan Friar of Dort, with Illuſtrations and 
Notes, and an Addreſs to the Reader. 2d, 


Ju publiſhed, and Sold by J. Jonxsox, No, 725 


St. Faul s Church-yard, London. 


A LETTER to the Biſhops, on the Application of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters for the r of the Teſt 
and Corporation Acts, 18. 


— 


The Riſe, Progreſs, and Effects of as Schooks 
conſidered in a Sermon. 6d. 


A Review of the Life, Character, and Writing: 
of the Rev. John Biddle, M. A. 2s, 


SERMONS, principally addreſſed to YouTH. 
Second Edition: to which are added Two Sermons 


never before printed, and ſome Forms of Prayers 
3s. 6d. ſewed. 


* 


The above by Jos hUATouLMIXx, M. A. 


By whom is preparing for the Preſs, 


The HISTORY of the TOWN of TAUNTON, 
with Plates and a Map, Price, to Subſcribers, 6s. 


in boards, 7 1 68 


Memoirs of the Life, Charadter, and Sentiments 


of Mr, John Mort. By H. TouLmin. 18. 


